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THE CLD RAIL FENCE
e boyhood days

Oh, those blithee
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§ Just one griel
vir found rellef
Fram the terior of
Fenee.™

the "0l Ral

Az =oon as spring had come

With the sunshine glowlng warm,

A fear began to haunt o
And we walted In sus

For we knew that It was ¢ ng

With the yellow hammor'a drumming,
The moving of that "Old Hall Fence,”

Throuzh the warm bright dnys of spring
The. birds might bulld and sing.
But nll of this, for us,
Whae of lttle consequencs.
For what was springtidéd joy
To a luckless farmer Loy
Working at an "0ld 1tull Fenee?*

‘When, midst summer's toll und straln
There eame o friendly raln
With its ever gladsome promise
Of a day of Indolence,
it only found us wizhing
That we, too, might go & fizhing,
While fixing up some *'0ld Rall Fence™

Then come drowsy autumn days
With theéir cobwebs and their haze,
When all nature seems o resting
From harvest's toll Intense,
But our muscles can't relax
For we must fence the stacks,
Fenee them with an “Old Rall Fence"

The “Old Rall Fence' in passing:
Oh, qulckly gpeed the day
When the Jakt rall
Forever shall go hence;
No tears of mine would flow
If T might look on the glow
Of the embers of the last “Rall Fence!”
=Prairle Farmer,

Wm:mmm
Cupid, Brass Buttons and
a Game of Hearts.

E e R e b s TR e T

BY ADELE VINCENT,

RS, DURANT WICKLOW was al-
M ways the center of a group of
gocial asplrants, anxious to catch a
glance of recognition or a worl of
commendation, upon which the syeo-
phantic element of the world of frivol-
ity g0 eagerly depends.

After much elbowing and pushing,
which resulted in the detachment of
vards of ‘chiffon ruffling from [te
foundation, producing thereby rufiling
effects upon the temper of the young
lady in question, Elizabeth Mazruder,
upon the arm of her escort, made her
way into the cirele of which Mrs,
Wicklow was the object of attraction.

To the left of her HElzabeth was
aware of the presence of a tall, broad-
ghouldered man of unusual bearing,
wearing the insignia In rank of cap-
tain In the United States army.

“Oh! pardon my thoughtlessness,
my dear Elizabeth—allow me to pre-
sent to you my cousin, Capt. Trent-
shaw" sald Mrs, Wicklow, After an
exchange of commonplaces which {ol-
low the formalities of an Introduction
Capt. Trentshaw bowed = most pro-
foundly and requested the honor of
the next dance. To this proposition
Elizabeth smilingly agreed, and soon
they were carrled by the tide of danc-
erg Into the ballroom, and were drift-
ing slowly and smoothly along to tho
delightful straing of a dreamy waltz.

While at West Point Capt. "Trent-
shaw acquired the reputation of heing
ong of the best dancers in the acad-
cmy, and after his graduation and en-
trance into the social reslm he con-
tinued to sustain the former reputa-
tlon. In fact, it became a recognizeil
fact of which his brother officers were
fully aware, and which provoked a
gngpiclon of jealousy with'n the hearts
of many.

Little can we censure Blizabeth if
she not only encouraged the attentions
of Capt. Trentshaw, but displayed de-
cided interest and friendliness In this
gallant-looking soldler. Alter the con-
clusion of an exhilarating twa-step,
Bliznbath, somewhat fatizued, deter-
mined to rest,

"Come, Miss Magroder, I spy In a
distant corner a most comfortable sofa
offering an inviting promise of rest."
With a sigh of sratification Blizabeth
seated hersell, gracefully arranging
the folds of her gown, and displaying
durlng the process the dalntiest Htie
feet in the world in their satin en-
cagement.

“Ara you so very tired? 1 fear It
was my clumsiness throughout the
dance which has caused you to be so
waopry, Howeveér, 1 beg you to be
lenfent, and pardon my awlkwardness,
for lack of practice, you know, will
#lways show itself, and particularly
8o In dancing."

“Now, Capt. Trentshaw, are you in
oarnest when you plead for forglve-
ness with so feeble a cause!" this with
an exprogsion of amusement, accom-
panicsl by a flattering Intonation of
volee,

“Yon are too amiable, Miss Magry-
der, and the sharitable spirit which
prompts cuch speech must be respon-
sible for many o kind deed,"

Blizabeth changed the subje®t toone
less personal;

“How long do you expest to stay
here, the guest of your very beauti-

ful *and faselnating  cousin, Capt
Trentshaw 2"
“That I cannot definitely answer

now, fororders from Washington may
arrive at any time, changing my plans.
I sincérely trust, however, no such ln-
terruption will occur to end the pleas-
tres I nm now experfencing”—with a
meaning look toward BEilzabth, Tho
tete-p<tete wans becoming more snd
more Interesting when the lttle
winged messenger af time succeeded
In convineing his stubborn littls
friend, Cupid, that the hour of da.
parture was at hand, and the merry
chatter of glvls could be heard, as soft
wiaps were belng thrown around thelr
fuir young shoulders, and tla ciatter
anil stnmning of the hogfs of Irpatiant
horses ws carviage after carriage drew
up at the door

That night, and often afterward,
Elizabeth was destined to meet Capt.
Trentshaw, first at one soclal fune-
tlon, then at another, and a feeling
of intense Interest had arlsen between
them. Engagemenls were made for
aftcinaon strolls, where, amid the

beauties of nature's garb, confidences
were exchanged.

This friendship Horace Trentshaw
valued highly, for BElizabeth, besides
hes physical charms, posgessed mental
quallties which made 2 most copgeninl
and agreeable comupenion.

But how—how could he tell her?
Would she not think she had been the
Jupe of his deceptions?  And—and
stppuse slie cared half as much 25 he
did? Bot he must banish all such
pcssibllities—be 8 man—make a clean
breast of fi—and feturn to Eleanor.
his cold, uncongenial wile, ten years
older than himself, by whom lie had
Lesn Invelgled into marriage, just aft-
er his graduation from the academy.

For a while thefr marriage had been
reasonably peaceful; but thls state
‘proved iransient, for they were In-
herently uncongenial, and after & vear
of domestic turmoll, strife and discord,
they coacluded to end all pretenze of
affection and to “agree to differ.”

Into the lives of all there comes n
moment when a question of great im-
port arises or a circumstance bearing
direct influence upon our destiny will
present itself, and upon one of two
courses we are compelled to declde
On this eritical occasion two enemies
within us are struggling for suprem-
acy: one, presenting to an exaggerated
degree our trials and tribulations, the
other displaying In tempting compari-
gon all the alluring attractions, while
that little censor, conscience, pulls
and tugs until It has succeeded In ad-
justing all Its fibers and strings to Itz
own esatisfaction.

This trylng moment dawned upon
Horace Trentshaw, and while it was
extremely difficult to banish the vision
of Elizabeth from his memory, with
all her piquancy and the congenial
companionship she offered him, never-
theless, he obeyed the promptings of
the gulding voice within, On the fol-
lowing morning, after Horace's deter-
mination upon the course he intended
to purstie, Ellzaheth recelved the fol-
lowing note, the contents of which

rani

“My Dear Miss Magruder: 1 find
to my regret that I shall be unable to
attend Mrs. Glascow's ‘at home' this
evening, forfelting In consequence an
opportunity of seeing you. If agree-
able, and if yon will permit, 1 shall
call this afternoon between four and
five. Sincerely yours,

“HORACE 8. TRENTSHAW."

Ellzabeth's answer to this was cor-
dial and affirmative, Walting for her
expected visitor, she fell into a plens-
ant, dreamy sort of reverie and Horace
was the object of her meditations,

Elizabeth’s llfe had been a happy
one, free from all care and responsi-
bility,

Elizabeth had receivad attentions in-
numerable sineca her entrance into the
sovlal world three vears sinee; but
Cupld had planned a more complicatad
game of “hearts,” in which she was
degtined to play an important role.
The time had arrived, for she fully
realized that the feeling of friendship
ghe had evinced for Capt, Trentshaw
wag being stimulated into a deeper
sentiment.

Ellzabeth was startled {rom her
Journey into dreamland by the sharp
sound of the electric bell ringing
through the house, and a second later
the butler brought a card upon a tray,

“It was a good idea of yours,” said
Ellzabeth, “to think of calling this
afternoon—really a delightful surprise,
but, first, we'll have tea, and then we
can talk., Strange how this harmless
beverags will loosen the tonzue and
provoke all manner of confidences.'”

Horace swilingly assented, but his
feelings were undergoing (he greatest
confiiet, Oh, to cateh that dainty white
hand and to tell her with all the sin-
cerity he possessed of his ardent love
for her!—just for one rapturous mo-
ment, to take her glight, graceful ficure
In his arms, and pour forth all love's
rhapsodies, and walt  her response.
Would there be one? he wondered,
and yet, he felt intultively there
would be.

"Migs Magruder,” he salil, “thers is
& #tory | want to tell you."

“Oh, do, Cupt. Trentshav; T am al-
ways so Interested n tree stories of
real life”

“A bosom friend of mine and a chum
during my academy days wrote ne a
nmaost pathetie letter the other day, tell-
Ing me something of his Hfe, much of
which, however, | was already aware
of. The latter part touched me deeply,
there being such a ring of genuinenocss
and sincerity in It Jack was a boy of
¢mall means, but he made friends
readily, and was o genuine favorite
wherever he went. While completing
his senior term he became acqualnted
with & man of very great influence and
rank in the army. The friendship anq
Intereat of the older and prosperons
man of the world towards Jack, then
Just about to enter the service as first
lentenant, were caloulated 1o fatter
him. He decided to avall himself of
his friend's invitations to his home.
During the oceasion of one of (hese
calls be became aequainted with the
danghter of the house, a bright young
woman, though far from good-lgoking
and fully ten years Jack's senfor. This
fequaintanes  gradoally ripened, and
before long Jack and Ureula Livingston
became cngaged and were married,
Ursila's love for Jack was lurgely
compounded of jealousy, which she
poorly eoncealed, and lack of harmony
soon manifested [tself, and life became
unbearable to both. Joypk soon real-
ized that what he had mistaien for
love on his part had been only a fasel-
antlon of the hour, Life together £row
more and more discordant, and firally
they agreed to end all  hypoeritieal
show of affection and to endenvor to
live upon merely a {riondly besls.
This plan, Jack wrote, suocesded
fairly well, but Ursula’s tenmiper broke
out violently on many oecaslons, and
she spent hall her time vislting her |
relatives and friends, Meanwhile Jacl
chewed the cud of discontent and was
the vietim of melancholln. Now for
the part in which Ho soilelis my coun-
sel. It appears he has beeome ae-
quainted with a young women of un-
usurl merlt, and her enmpaninnship
hasi' preved oo congenial that he pir-
sued it. and soon hecame dependent
upon it. In other words, the poor fel-
low mel the oné woman who was in-
tended to be his loving helpmate from
the beginning of existence, vot he 18 ko
fettered that he does not like even Jo
hint of his feclings. She s umaware
ol his marriage, and while he has never
posed as uninonmbered, still he has

nover enlichtened her as to his cond!-
tion. Now he wishes to know whether
hie should make & clean breast of the
gituation and leave her, or just keey
on as he has been dolng, What would
rou suggest., Mliss Mnsruder? Your
ideas are so clear and your judgment
50 pood.”

"The situation Is o very compll-
cated, it seems difcuit to say what
vonld be the wiser course™

“My sympathies,” continued Eliza-
beth, “naturally go ont toward the
poar, misunderstood wife, for sfie may
Le heart-broken over the lost love of
her husband, whils pride compels her
to wear a mask of indifference.”

*Of course, there Is unquestionably
right and wrong on each side, Miss
Magrader; that is Indlsputable; but
that (s not the point In question. He
wants to know whether to apprise the
object of his love of his affeclion for
her or drift on in the old, delightful
way ™ .

“Well, If he tells her of his love, he
should not exact of her to betray the
state of her feelings, do you think?
For what good could possibly come
of it

“Esactly s0," leaning forward in hls
chalr more eagerly. “I agree with you,
Suppose | should tell you the case is
not that of a friend, but—but—that it
concerns myself, and that you are the
heroine of this tragle little story? Yes
—Elizabeth—Iit {8 yourself, « I am most
miserable, You may reproach me with
scornful glances, for I should have
concealed my love for you—buried it
under an indifferent exterlor—but, oh,
Elizabeth! T could not. I love yon
with a pure love, and I ask nothing of
you in return except your good opin-
fon. You shall see me no more. Your
bright sky shall not be darkened by
the cloud of my unhappiness, and the
love 1 bear you shall never burden
you,"

During Horace's passionate outburst
Elizabeth sat motlonless, but an ab-
server could not have failed to detect
a nulver of the nosirils, the clenched
hands and the pallor of her face and
brow, all revealing Intensity of feeling
and suppressed emoilon,

“Have yon nothing to say, Eliza-
beth? Do you mean to condemn me in
silenca?

Horace had risen. “One word, Eliza-
beth, is all T ask. Say you forgive me,
and fy sufferings will be lessened.”

Still she sat immavable with a cold,
fixed expression,

Horace moved to the door, when with
a cry Elizabeth sprang toward him,
faltering, T forgive! But you, and I,
must forget.”

No land was discernible as far as the
eye conld reach: nanght interrupted
that zreat expanse of sky and sea as
“Laughing Water" sped aver the
mighty waves, to the (ropics bent,
bearing a number of passengers on
misslons of plensure, in interests of
business, in quest of health, or prompt-
od by the curlosity of the tourist,

Ellz#beth  Magruder, seated
steamer * chalr, iazily watched the
gorgeousness of the tropleal sunset,
and unconsciously turned the leaves of
Her dinry, when a sudden gust of wind
caused =zeveral pages to become de-
tached and to fMutier out, scattering
themsalves (o the far end of the decl.
With an exclamation of regret, she Im-
mediately lurrled to collect the miss.
Ing sheets, and was assigted in hor of-
forts by a gentleman, His back being
turned during the process, she was
prevented from obtaining a glimpse of
his countenance, though there was a
certain familarity about his pose and
general bearing.

“Allow me—to—why! Miss Ma-
gruder! Who would have thought of
nmeeting yon? Fate is determined to
Lthrow us together.'

Elizabeth replied with a few colilly
formal words of thanks, showing Capt.
Trentshaw the attitude she Intended to
maintaln toward hini.

Elizabeth’s feelings were painful in-
deed, upon discovering the presence
of Horace Tremtshaw on board the
stenmer, What right had he Lo force
himsell upon her, after these three
vears, and after all her strugeles to
blot him from her mind? Cruel! Yes,
it was nothing else—and she made up
her mind to remain in her stataroom
and to avold encountering him.

'his determination was ecarried out,
and nothing more had she seen or
heard of Capt. Trenishaw. The boat
was making for Porto Cortez, 8. H.,
alter hoving left Bellze, B, H., and
from information gathered from the
maid, Ellzabeth was unaer the lm-
pression that Capt. Trentshaw had left
the steamer. With o slgh of rellet
ghe mounted the deck, The young
moon was shedding [ts silvery reflec-
tien upon the beautiful Bay of Hon-
duras, and all was bathed In its mel-
low light.

Leaning over the rall of the deck,
enJoying the invigorating splash of
apray, stood Ellzabeth. Standing a few
feet to her right and a trifle to the
rear, 0 as not to ba observed by her,
Horace Trentshaw stood watching her
with an intensity of longing and an
axpression of unutterable pain. Softly
anproaching, he placed his hand upon
that of Ellzabeth and held her thus
a trembling prisoner,

“Elizabeth, the tlme has come when
you need avold me no longer—and you
must Hsten to what I have to say. Wo
parted thrve years ago. | wns a brute
then, Ellzabeth, and confessgad a love
which 1 could not honorably offer yonu.
You, with your gentle, noble soul, un-
ierstood and  sympathized with the
temptations to which poor, frafl hu-
manity is heir. You forgave me—and
—baide me—forget—Oh, God, if I could
have forgotten! Time dragged slowly
and uneventfully along in maddening
menotony;  occasionally my  cousin
would hint of your exlsiénce and
whereabouts in her letters, which weras
few, Thus It continued wuntil six
months ngo, when Eleanor died after
& long. tedions fliness. I learned
{hrongh my cousln of your absence
from the city, and that you were frav-
eling, 2o 1 determined to find von, Wliz-
nbeth. My ardent love has guided me.
Acoept if, dear one, and krow it has
been sirongtnened atd purified in the
cneible af patlent yeprning*

Elizabetl’s gaze turned agaln upon
the distant horlzon, and though nt first
ghe did not spenk, her slender form
tremblod.

Turning to Horace with an expres-
slon of tender sympathy, she placed
her two hands upon his shoulders end
salid:  "To foraive wos easy, Horace,
hut to forgen was impossible"—N, O.
Timez-Dewocyat.
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ODD GOOD FRIDAY CUSTOM.

Portuguese Bailors Vent Their Wrath
Upon a Straw Effigy of Judas
Iscariot.

There are curious Good Friday cus-
toms prevalent u!l over the world in all
rommunities where the Roman Cath-
olle religion is the rellgion of the bulk
of the common people. In Mexico, for
Instance, on Good Friday little fmages
of Judas are #old as souvenirs, and they
may either be preserved or broken
with a show of wrath, A still more
curious custom, however, 18 to be found
among, Portuguege sallor folk Not
long ago, says the New Orleans Times-
Democraf, & yourg man who now lives
'n this city was spending a spring on
the levees at the mouth of the Miss]s-
gippl with the engineer of thase useful
embankments, and on the Thuriday of
Holy Week a Portuguese barli moored
against the leves to await the tide the
next day to carry it up the river to
New Orleans. On the Good Friday
morning be and the epgineer went
aboard this bark at the Invitation of
he captain to witness the Good Fri-

lay celebration of the crew,

A llfe-size straw effigy of Judas had
been constructed In thenight, and now
was guspended from a crosstree, a bug
labeled “Thirty Pieces of Silver” In its
hand. This efMgy was so suspended
that it eomld be lowered from one eross-
tree, fallitg Dy the side of the ghip and
‘ralllng through the water, and then
alzed to the erosstree of the foremast
Two sallors, one below elther eross-
tree. pulled the ropes that swung I,
ind as roen ag the Amerlicans had ar-
rived the rest of the erew gathered ot
the gunwale and gave the siznal to
swing down Judas,

mwew, armed with boathooks, prodded
1nd tore at lts body with erles of rage
wl fmprecation, and again stablied at
A as It rose, dripping and sogey and
‘orn, from the water and swung up to
the other crosstree. Again the effigy
descended by the rall, and acaln the
srew shouted and tore at it wilh thetir
boathooks, This was repented until the
cfigy was entlrely demolished and the
remnants of Its clothes and the hroken
pieces of the straw were drifting out on
he waters of the Mississippi,

PRAIRIES BECOMING WOODS
Railronds and Government Unite in
Forestrating the Plains
of Kansas.

The largest aran of timber land in
Kinsas is the Yagey tract of 500 acres,
aear Hutchinson, says thy New York
sun. This hes been under enltivation
for 12 yeirs. In that lime §30,000
worth of posts have been sold epd
PA0000 worth more are rendy to be La-

gem  All of this production has been
secured simply by thinniag out, the
irees where the growth has been too

thlek, and all of the largest trees are
still left for future profit. nis gives
in jdea of the immense profit in f(or-
sstration.

In this work the rallroads have
loined hands with the government antd
the lnnd owners. Twenty of them are
annugl ‘contributors to the Natlona!
Soelety af Arborieuiture, and most of
Ibem carry on  Independent forestra-
fon. The government has had evxperts
n the field in recent years drawing
lans for wood lots and suggesting the
proper firees, These men have also
seen  studying natural reproduction
with a view to controlling it for pras-

tieal use or assisting it where desir-
ihle.
The catalpa I8 coming into more

zenmeral favor as a profitable tree. [t
i3 of rapld growth and great durabil-
Ity. It puts on about an inch of dl-
pmeter cacll year, <o that nt (he end
of 16 years good sawlogs are produced.
Much of il brings higher prices than
walnut, some selling as high as $100 2
thousand feet, The forest reserves up
in the sandhills of western Nelraska
have proved a big success. While the
land will never be avatlable for farm-
Ing, the planting of trees there has had
the effect of holding the surface water
and doling it out 1o the adjacont lands
so-that many hundreds of ‘nctes have
been reclaimed,

Circumstances Alter Cases.

Ex-Quesn Ranavalona, of Mndagas-
rar, banizshed by the Frengh to Algeria,
antil recently hateéd all things Prench
Not long since, however, afler under-
golng a “eure” on the continent she
was permiited to spend some davs in
Paris, 'There she was made much of,
Madame Calve sang to her, and she
was entertained by all. The resull has
hezn that the ex-queen is now In love
with Parls, and entirely forzets her ex-
e in looliing forward to another wisit.

No Old Mnids in Siam,

There are no old malds in Siam, for
there'all the girls marryand woman is
aot consldered to Bave attfined Ler
highost estate till she Kas bocome a
wmutiaer, Then ehe has reached tha pin-
natle of Bonor, The chlef wile is the
first wife and she may not he eold, but
If her husband desire to be rid of her he
wmust divoree her according to thelaw,

Exerclse for Sailors,
At the naval academy of Japan one
hour daily Is devated 1o the most rigor-
ous excercise, and naturally the sdilors

are 4 partivularly hacdy lot,

| ANCIENT SHIPS IN BATTLE.

As the effigy passed by the rail the |

Methods of Fighting Employed and
Arms and Equipment of the
Roman Fleets,

v

Lleutenant Commander Roy C.
Smith, U. 8. N., naval attache to the
United States embassy 1o Franee, Is
the author of an extremely intorest-
ing article Iu the North American Ro-
view entitled “An Untechnieal View of
Warfare” In warfure, at all times,
by land or sea, the eternal principles
are the same. The supreme neccssity
is to be superior to the enemy at the
point of contest, whether in numbers,
Weapons or position, and the purpose
of the sclence of war s te effect tuls
superiority. Commander Smith fol-
lows out these elementary prineiples
in their application to land and naval
warfare, furnishing Nluminating illus-
trations of the variation In tactics and
In strategy necessitated by the dil-
ferent conditions of different ages. i
Ideﬁcrlhing the methods of fizhting im-
posad upon the fleets of anclent Rome
by the nature of the construction of
the galleys and the character of the
power by which they were propelied
ke says:

“The bonts, or galleys, carrisd fight- ll
Ing men as we!ll ns onrsmen. These
were armed with misslle weapons of
varions sorts, as well as tle usual
sword and shield. In the bows of the
bon®s were often found wer enelhes.
such as the ballista, or eatapult. The
boat was also provided with a beak
or ram. Next, as to mass. The [n-
dividual units or boats had to be suf-
flelently large to carey a number of
fighting men, but they were Hmited In
slze by the method of construction and
the material, waood for the ereater part,
as well ps by the necessitles of
propulsion. The motion was compara-
tively rapld at top speed, for by long
tralning the oarsmen were enabied (o
edort a tremendous power for hours
at a streich. The resistunce of the
battle unit, conipoged of the boat ani |
her erew, depended mostly on the life |
of the hoat; for the fighting men 1
not differ materially from foot sol- |
dlers on shore, protected by lhelmet |

|

and shield. The boat had an excess
of longitudinal strength, but
weak transversely.

“Ifrom these considerations [t wonld
seem Lhat the tactles would bo 10

wis

fight bows on, and to take the etemy |

in flank. 'This would permit the des
opment of the fall effensive power
the catapnlt and ram, would retire its
own weak flank, and zeek eveniually
to pierce the enemy's flank., As the
motive puwer was =elf-contained, swift
|n:'.:l skillful combinations could he
made to bring about a bow 1o flani |
[ attack, and the enemy’s motive power |
canld be deranged by sweeping along
| his slde, with suddenly boated oars,
and so chopping off the blades of the
oppesing oars.  Once in contact, pro-
vided neither boat sunk, a hand-to-
hand Dattle would ensue, and the hes
erew would win.,  Bat the result wonldl
usnally be hrought about by ramminz,
following a surprise artack or skijifn
maneuvering, These tactics are do-
rived from a simple consideration of

the elements as they were at the
time."

Town Without Town Officers,

Spokoget, a town in the western pary
of the Creek nation. is the only town of
1,000 poputation In the territory *hat
has no town cfficers. The people there
eay they have no need of officers, and
do not want any. They pay no taxes,
and whegever they want any pubilic fm-
provement they eall a meeiing of ejti-
vens and raise the money, A depuiy

| seven miles, !
| section of the canal the work was car- locks at Pedro Miguel, which will enst

United States marshal I8 located there,
and l1s all that Is needed to Leep the
peace. There Is oot a sambler or
gambling honge in the town, and the
people will wot permit them. Tliey teed
ed a schoolhouse, so the people got to-
gether and bullt o good two-story bulld-
izg for that purpoge.—Fort Worth Ree-
ord,
Hamlet at Singapore.

I saw "Hamlet” played by and adapied
for Malays at Singapore, It wus siung
instead of apoicen, and mestly to English
tunes. Hamlet addrezsed the Ghost 1o
the tume of “Her Golden Halr.' and
killed Polonius to “Listen tothe Band."

Polonius addressed his son to “That's
Eugilsh, you know,"” and, with the King i
and Quoeen, sang “Mary Was n 1louse- |
mald"” to other words, The ghost scent
Included ‘three ghosis, two elowus and 5
bottle of whisky —Svdney Bulletin,

Ought
“T onght to be
oner, regretiully,
“Why
“Becpuse they sy time s money. sra
the judge just gave me ten yeara’—
Chicago Post,

Falence Ware,

At the Hotel Drount. in Paris, a shiert
tme ago,'a dish of old Rouen falenpe
with blue and red decoraiions bronght
81,181, A holiow Qish of old Ragen
with blve decoration in the Chxaess
siyle reallzed 8954, and another deeo-
rated with blue cupids, brought $245,

Enew His Busiunesd.
Mra Plait (angrily)—Oh, you think
you kuow a let, don't you? =
Mr. Platt (evlmlyr—Well, 1 onghit'to
By dear. U've been In' the real estate
business ten years.—Clticinpat! ZEn-

to Ba Rich,
rleh.” seid the pris-

quirar,
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Along

the Route of
the Panama Canal J»

The American Commission Will Follots Sometohat
Different Lines from that of the French Company.

O

C-

HE Panama canal is still a
thing of engineers' esll-
males. The impression pre-
valls quite largely that the
work done on the big ditch
by the two French com-

towards completing it, and that what
remains for the Unlted States to do s
to put upon it the finlshing touches.
And 1t would seem as though nearly
$300,000,000 sunk In the gigante under-
taking by the De Lesseps company and
its successor, the company from which
the United Stites purchased the canal
property for $40,000,000, ought to make
a splendid showing of work com-
pleted, but the fact of the matter is
that the biggest part of the work still
remains to be done.

Of the 77,000,000 cublie yards of excs-
vation which has been completed up to
the present time, only 29,586,232 cuble
yards will be of any value or use to the
United States. De Lesseps planned a
tide-leval canal. Mountains and hills
were to melt before the dredges and
shovels and the army of workers, and
a ditch eut out which would be free
from locks from Colon on the Atlantie
to Panama on the Pacific. Work was
carried on at three points: At either
end and in the middle. On the Atlantie
side from Colon to Bohlo, about 15
miles, the canal has been completed
through the low-lying country. From
Panama on the Paeclfic slde to Mira-

panies has gone a long way |

118 In the hands of Chinamen. 1t is
| prabable that when the United States
comes Info control of the canal prop-
|erty and begins active operations that
the town will undergo great changes
The town has the advantage of natural
drainage, and with the sanltary rules
|and regulations which the United States
will be cerialn to enforce the place will
be made perfectly healthful,

Whiie the name Culebra is applied
to the mile of heaviest work on the
canal, it Is used as a general appella-
tion for the elght-mile section that will
separate the proposed lake of Bdhlo
from the Pedro Miguel locks on the
Pacific side. There is some very hard
rock at the upper end of the work, but
1lhe grealer portion consists of & hard

indurated clay, with softer material at
the top and gome strata and dikes of
| rocks. This cut has been estimated on
the basis of a bottom width of 150 feet,
with side slopes of cne on one. With
the provision for broad beaches on the
glde and dralnage of all the land above
the masonry wall of the canal It is be-
lleved that Inndslides, such as that
which occurred a few weeks ago, will
be avolded.

The estimates of the American isth-
mian cangl commission place  the
amount of material to he removed from
this Culebra cut of less than elght
miles at something ke 43,257,200 cubic
yards, It 'will probably take elght years
| to finish the excavation and construce

THE CHAGRES RIVER NEAR MATACHIN ON LINE QF CANAL

the c¢anal has also Been com=
ed, a distanee of something over
In the middle and higher

lores,

ried on for many years, with the sea-
Ievel canal in view. Here s where
been done on the eunal has  leen
thrown away

The plans of the American engineers
eall for a system of four locks, one at
Bohio, where an immense dam will
be constructed as part of the locking
system; another at ObLIspo, over 13
miles away: a third at Pedro Miguel,
eight miles farther on the ronte to the
Pacifie, and a fourth at Miraflores, at
which point vessels will enter the
canal at the sea fevel of the Pacific. De-
tween Bohio and Obispe there is to he
formed a lake 15 miles long, with an
aren of 43 square miles, and an eleva-
tion of 85 to 90 feet above mean tide
The Chagres river will pour lts torreni
into this lake and maintaln the depth
af water which will be necessary. This
lalie will afford vessels the opportunity
of anchorage. According to the plans,
thie welpelty of the currents in the nar-
rowest part of the lake should nor ex-
veed two feet per second. This
will

filght of locks will require an outlay
af $11,500,000

The section between Obispo and Pe-
dro Miguel, a distance of less than
efght miles, Is known as the hig ent,
This is the sectlon of the Cordillerns
which the canal enconnters. The high-
est point of the Cordilleras will be 280
feet above the bottom of the canal
when it is completed. It |8 in this =zee-
tion that the work of the French canal
company has been prosecuted during
recent years, About 700 men have been
kept buzy up to the present time and
it Is said that until about a year ago
the force ranged from 1500 to 3,600

| men and the amount of material talken

out averaged 1,000,000 cubie yards an-
nually,

Maj. William M. Black, of the engl-
neer corps, United States army, with a
corps of helpers, has been watching
the work done by the French company
ginee the Ameriean commission recom-
mended the purchase of the company's
property. Ile has made a special stndy
of the Isthmus, and Is now engaged in
preparing an elaborate report to lay
before the aew commission embodying
many suggesiions, It i=s said that he 1s
an earnest advoeate of a  tide-leval
eonal, taking the stand that a loek
canal could not offer the same strate-
pie advantages, and that in the event
of war one man with a stick of dyna-
mite would be able to destroy Lhe locks
anid prevent joint operatlons of the
Amerienn fleets in the Atlanite and the
Pacifie. Mn). Black and his associntes
have made thelr headguarters in some
of the few good buildinzs which are
ontside of the town of Culehra, In the
citltivated patehes, Culebra’s popula-
tion I5 largely mnde up of Jamaich ne-
groes, brought hither by the De Les-
BEps company when it began to dig the
eanal. Most of the business, however,

lake |
he formed by the bullding of a|
| dam at Bohio, and this with the double

tion of the lining wallg of masonry and
| the locks. This work will cost $44,414,-
460,  In addition to this will be the

|$:i.uhi.~""'. Less than two miles bhelow
| Pedro Miguel, at Miraflores, will be

[ practically half of the work which has | construcied another setl of lochks, which
[ b

will eost §G,000,000 more. IProm that
point on to the harbor at Panama, the
canal 18 practically complered,

From Culebra northward, where |s
encountered the section on which most
of the work on the caral has been done,
the route of the ditch iz murked by
| veat accumulations of machinery of ev-
ery pogsible kind, A correspondent of
the New York Herald, who recently vis-
ited the Isthmus and [nspected the en-
tire route, says that “it would impress
the enzunl observer that evervthing
had been bought by thousands whers
only gcores could by any possibility be
requiret. Some of this material may
be utilized, but & great portion of It is
worthless. The little locomotives are
gald to be in a fair condition; the
dumping cars thnt have not been In

A STREET IN CULEBEEA VILLAGE,

use may be gjade gevvicealile with new
woodwork; the dredges are gond
enough, though not of the most modern
pattern. Ton after ton of expensive
|iron worle seattered over hill and «Jale
represefits pothing but owasie. The
French company built houses [n almost
as prodizgnl o manner a= [t purchased
machinery, The number that It owned
|18 placed at 2431, making almost o
| continuous camyp across the Jsthmus,
i\l‘l!ll pecommaodations €aid to be sufli-
clent for 25,000 or 26,000

The purchase of the canal by thas
| United States carries with it the own-
ership of the Panama railrosd and in-
cluded therewith fs practically the en-
ti=_ ety of Colon, and the first work to
bo done by the Amerleans will prolia-
bly bia to put the eity in & proper sani-
tary condition. As it now Is, those
who visit the place pronatnce the con-
ditfone Az disgraceful, Preliminary
plana hove been made for ith improve-
ment. The entire sea fromt Is to ba
vonverted into & broad drive. the
marshes are to be drained and most of
the ground raiged. Public baths are to
be located At differont polnts nlong the
sghore, with several small parks. just
inland. When this work has been com-
pleted the city of Colon should Le a
healthful place to reaside,

Had Seen Better Days.

Bob—Gosh, Rob, whera'd vou
up those secdy old shoes?

Rob—Why, man, thore are my patent
leathers.

Bolb~—But the pateny hasexpired, eh?
—Yale Reecord,

An Artificial Maid.
Madge—When hé proposged she asked

rale

for a littie thme to make up her mind,

Marjorle—0Oh, B0 she
up, too.~Towa Topices.

makes tlut{

Thoroughness,

“What nre the duties of the Uslted
Blatss senste?” the visltor
from abroad.

“You see,” sald the man who now ad-
mits that he ocan't teil you ull ‘about
everything, ‘“there s Invarisbly a
great denl to be sald on both sides of
any question'

“Yes,"

T “Well, it [s the business of she senate
to seo that It Is all suld."~-Waghington
Star,

itgulred




